
Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology   

Instructions for Authors  

Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology considers all manuscripts at the 
Editors' discretion; the Editors' decision is final. 

Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology considers all manuscripts on the 
strict condition that they are the property (copyright) of the submitting 
author(s), have been submitted only to Journal of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, that they have not been published already, nor are they 
under consideration for publication, nor in press elsewhere. Authors who fail 
to adhere to this condition will be charged all costs which Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology incurs, and their papers will not be published. Copyright will be 
transferred to the Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology and Informa UK Ltd., if the paper is 
accepted. 

Editorial Policy 

The journal will consider original material for publication relevant to the entire field of obstetrics and 
gynaecology, from laboratory research to clinical reports. All material is subject to peer review by 
members of the editorial board, and a specialist reviewer where indicated. Articles will be published in 
the following broad groups: original laboratory or clinical contributions (1500-2500 words), reviews 
relevant to practice (4000-6000 words), short communications and case reports (maximum 800 
words, 1 figure or table and 10 references, at the Editor's discretion), correspondence (maximum 400 
words) and book reviews solicited by the journal.  

General Guidelines 

Please write clearly and concisely, stating your objectives clearly and defining your terms. Your 
arguments should be substantiated with well reasoned supporting evidence. 

In writing your paper, you are encouraged to review articles in the area you are addressing which 
have been previously published in the Journal, and where you feel appropriate, to reference them. 
This will enhance context, coherence, and continuity for our readers. 

Authors should include telephone and fax numbers as well as e-mail addresses on the cover page of 
manuscripts.  

Articles should be written in UK English. Authors whose native language is not English are requested 
to have their manuscript checked for linguistic correctness before submission. For a list of resources 
we recommend for language editing please click here.  

Submissions should include, where appropriate, a formal statement that ethical consent for the work 
to be carried out has been given. 

Submission Guidelines 

All submissions should be made online at Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology’s ScholarOne 
Manuscripts site: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/cjog    

New users should first create an account. Once a user is logged onto the site, submissions should be 
made via the Author Centre. If you are a new author but have previously reviewed for the Journal 
through the online system, you should use your existing reviewer username and password to log in as 
an author.  
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If you experience any problems with your submission or with the site, please contact ScholarOne 
support through the 'get help now' link.  

Ethical Review  

The Journal supports the principles of the Declaration of Helsinki, and expect that the authors of 
papers submitted to the Journal will have obtained ethical consent and followed those legal and 
regulatory requirements for human experimentation with drugs, including informed consent, according 
to procedures which apply in their institution and country. The Code of Ethics of the World Medical 
Association (Declaration of Helsinki) represents a minimal requirement. Please click on Ethics and 
Consent for further information. 

Preparation of Manuscripts 

Text should be supplied in a format compatible with Microsoft Word for Windows (PC). Charts and 
tables are considered textual and should also be supplied in a format compatible with Word. All 
figures (illustrations, diagrams, photographs) should be supplied in JPG or TIFF format. Do not save 
your files as "text only" or "read only". 

Manuscripts should be typed in 12pt font with double spacing and wide margins. References should 
be given in the Harvard (Author-Year) System (see References section for examples). 

Structure of Manuscripts 

In general, manuscripts should be divided into sections with the headings: Title page, Summary, 
Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, Declaration of Interest 
statement, References, Tables and Figures. Each section should begin on a new sheet and be 
identified with the shoulder heading. Other sub-section headings within the main headings may be 
used but should be limited. 

Title Page 

A title page should be provided comprising the article title plus the full names and affiliations of all 
authors involved in the preparation of the manuscript. One author should be clearly designated as the 
corresponding author and full contact information, including phone number and email address, 
provided for this person. A short running title not exceeding 50 characters (including spaces) and 
Keywords (up to 6) should also be included on the title page for original articles and reviews. The 
keywords will assist indexers in cross indexing your article. This page should be at the beginning of 
the manuscript. 
 
Summary 
 
Original articles and reviews, but not case reports, should be prefaced by a simple summary not 
exceeding 150 words, typed on a separate page.  

Text  

This should in general, but not necessarily, be divided into sections with the headings: Introduction, 
Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion. 
 
Style 
 
It is the policy of the Journal to employ SI units, with the equivalent conventional units in parentheses, 
though blood pressures may be given in mmHg. Abbreviations for SI units and other terms may be 
found in: Units, Symbols and Abbreviations: a Guide for Biological and Medical Editors and Authors, 
5th edition, London, Royal Society of Medicine, 1994. Statistical analysis must explain the methods 
used. The use of footnotes is not permitted. Single quotation marks should be used and words to be 
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http://informahealthcare.com/userimages/ContentEditor/1255620197401/Ethics_And_Consent.pdf
http://informahealthcare.com/userimages/ContentEditor/1255620197401/Ethics_And_Consent.pdf


italicised should be underlined. The Editor reserves the right to alter manuscripts whenever necessary 
to make them conform to the stylistic and bibliographic conventions of the journal. 
 
Acknowledgments and Declaration of Interests  
 
Acknowledgments and Declaration of interest sections are different, and each has a specific purpose. 
The Acknowledgments section details special thanks, personal assistance, and dedications. 
Contributions from individuals who do not qualify for authorship should also be acknowledged here. 
Declarations of interest, however, refer to statements of financial support and/or statements of 
potential conflict of interest. Within this section also belongs disclosure of scientific writing assistance 
(use of an agency or agency/ freelance writer), grant support and numbers, and statements of 
employment, if applicable. 
 
Acknowledgments section 
 
Any acknowledgments authors wish to make should be included in a separate headed section at the 
end of the manuscript preceding any appendices, and before the references section. Please do not 
incorporate acknowledgments into notes or biographical notes. 
 
Declaration of Interest section 
 
All declarations of interest must be outlined under the subheading “Declaration of interest”. If authors 
have no declarations of interest to report, this must be explicitly stated. The suggested, but not 
mandatory, wording in such an instance is: The authors report no declarations of interest. When 
submitting a paper via ScholarOne Manuscripts, the “Declaration of interest” field is compulsory 
(authors must either state the disclosures or report that there are none). If this section is left empty 
authors will not be able to progress with the submission.  
 
Please note: for NIH/Wellcome-funded papers, the grant number(s) must be included in the 
Declaration of Interest statement. 

Click here to view our full Declaration of Interest Policy. 

References  

References should be in Harvard Style. Please ensure that all references cited in the text are included 
in the reference list and vice versa. In the reference list, each reference should either give names and 
initials of all the authors or 6 names et al for long articles and 3 names et al for case reports. The 
reference list should contain only articles that are accessible to most scientists. Unpublished work, 
including personal communications, manuscripts in preparation and manuscripts submitted but not yet 
accepted for publication, should be referred to in the text in the following way: (A. Stone, unpublished) 
(J. Brown, personal communication). Articles that are accepted for publication but are not yet 
published may be listed as 'in press' in the reference list. Citation in the text should be by author's 
name and date of publication. References should be cited in chronological order and et al. should be 
used for more than two authors, for example: (Davies & Smith, 1996; Frost et al., 1997; Williams, 
1997). In the reference list, references should be cited in alphabetical order. Papers by the same 
author should be given in the order (i) single author (ii) two authors alphabetically according to the 
name of the second author (iii) three or more authors chronologically, with (a) (b) and (c) etc. for 
papers published in the same year, in the order in which they are cited in the text. References to 
articles in journals should include authors' names with initials, year of publication, full title of article, 
journal title given in full, volume number, and first and last page numbers. References should be in 
the format of the following example:  
 
Gosden RG, Picton HM, Nugent D, Rutherford AJ. 1999. Gonadal tissue cryopreservation: clinical 
objectives and practical prospects. Human Fertility 2: 107-114.  
 
Reference to books should include authors' names, year of publication, chapter title, book title, edition 
number, page numbers, names of editors, name of publisher and city of publication, for example: 

http://informahealthcare.com/userimages/ContentEditor/1255620364177/Declaration_Of_Interest.pdf


Snowdon R. 1990. The family and artificial reproduction. In: Bromham DR, Dalton ME, Jackson JC, 
editors, Philosophical Ethics in Reproductive Medicine. Manchester. Manchester University Press; pp 
70-185. 

Tables and Figures  

Tables and figures should be referred to in text as follows: Figure 1, Figure 2; Table I, Table II. The 
place at which a table or figure is to be inserted in the printed text should be indicated clearly on the 
manuscript. Each table and/or figure must have a legend that explains its purpose without reference 
to the text. Each table and/or figure must be uploaded separately from the main document. Charts 
and tables are considered textual and should also be supplied in a format compatible with Microsoft 
Word.  
 
Tables: should be used only when they can present information more efficiently than running text. 
Care should be taken to avoid any arrangement that unduly increases the depth of a table, and the 
column heads should be made as brief as possible, using abbreviations liberally. Tables should be 
submitted on separate sheets, numbered in Roman numerals, and their position indicated in the text 
(e.g., Table I). Each table should have a short, self-explanatory title. Vertical rules should not be used 
to separate columns. Units should appear in parentheses in the column heading but not in the body of 
the table. Any explanatory notes should be given as a footnote at the bottom of the table.  

Figures: All illustrations (including photographs, graphs and diagrams) should be referred to as 
Figures and their position indicated in the text (e.g., Figure 3). All figures must be numbered in the 
order in which they appear in the paper. In multi-part figures, each part should be labelled (e.g. figure 
1(a), figure 1(b)). The captions of all figures should be submitted on a separate sheet, should include 
keys to symbols, and should make interpretation possible without reference to the text. Figures should 
ideally be professionally drawn and designed with the format of the journal in mind and should be 
capable of reduction. Files should be saved as one of the following formats: TIFF (tagged image file 
format), JPG, PostScript or EPS (encapsulated PostScript), and should contain all the necessary font 
information and the source file of the application (e.g. CorelDraw/Mac, CorelDraw/PC). 

Colour Figures: Avoid the use of colour and tints for purely aesthetic reasons. Any figure submitted as 
a colour original will appear in colour in the journal's online edition free of charge and can be 
downloaded. Paper copy colour reproduction will only be considered on condition that authors 
contribute to the associated costs. Charges are: US$1000 per article, a 15% service fee will be 
applied by Rightslink. (Color costs will be waived for invited articles). 

Photomicrographs  

If these are to be published, the stain used and the magnification should be specified in the legend. 
The author must confirm that he has verified that the magnification cited represents the actual 
magnification, from microscope slide to the photograph supplied. 

Supplemental digital content  
 
The space available in the printed journal is restricted and authors are therefore encouraged to be as 
concise as possible in their writing and to consider having supplementary material for publication only 
in the online version of the journal. Supplementary material must be important ancillary information 
that is relevant to the parent article but is not essential in the printed journal.  
 
Supplemental digital content may enhance an article’s text and may include text documents, 
questionnaires, tables, figures, graphics, illustrations, audio and DVD/video material, research 
protocols and mathematical calculations. Authors reporting results from a questionnaire survey should 
include a copy of the questionnaire used (original language and/or English translation) together with 
the manuscript (see supplementary material above), unless the questionnaire is in common use and 
published before, when a reference will suffice. Do not include supplementary material within the main 
manuscript file, but upload as separate file(s).  
 
Cite all supplemental digital content consecutively in the text. Citations should be clearly labelled as 



“Supplemental Digital Content” on submission. Include a sequential number (S1, S2, S3 etc.) and 
provide a brief description of the supplemental content. Provide a legend on supplemental digital 
content at the end of the text. List each legend in the order in which the material is cited in the text. 
The legends must be numbered to match the citations from the text. Include a title and a brief 
summary of the content. For audio and video files, also include the author name, videographer, 
participants, length (minutes), and size (MB).  
 
To ensure quality for those viewing supplemental digital content, the publisher suggests that authors 
submit supplemental digital files no larger than 10 MB each. Follow these guidelines for formatting 
files:  

 Documents, graphs, and tables may be presented in any format. 

 Figures, graphics, and illustrations should be submitted with the following file extensions: .tif, .eps, 
.ppt, .jpg, .pdf.  

 Audio files should be submitted with the following file extensions: .mp3, .wma.  

 Video files should be submitted with the following file extensions: .wmv, .mov, .qt, .mpg, .mpeg, 
.mp4. Video files should also be formatted with a 320 _ 240 pixel minimum screen size. 

 

Disclaimer 

Informa Healthcare makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of all the information (the “Content”) 
contained in its publications. However, Informa Healthcare and its agents and licensors make no 
representations or warranties whatsoever as to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability for any 
purpose of the Content and disclaim all such representations and warranties whether express or 
implied to the maximum extent permitted by law. Any views expressed in the Journal are the views of 
the authors and are not the views of Informa Healthcare. 

 


